
In February both the trips in the paddling programme were able to go ahead. 
 
The first outing was on February 7th. Sixteen club members took 
part in a paddle from the slipway in Weymouth Harbour.  The 
weather was benign and the sea calm on the outward paddle with 
a few waves on the return trip.  We were pleased to welcome 
some new faces on this trip and even though it was February the 
less experienced members were well outnumbered and were 
closely shepherded along. As it turned out everyone coped with 
the conditions without much apparent effort and there was no hint 
of any additions being made to the swimmers chart! 
 
The second paddle from Kimmeridge was in a more exposed 
location and likely to have more hazards from exposure to weather 
tidal streams rough water 
and surf. The day’s 

weather conditions were challenging and the sea was quite rough.  
Seven members took to the water and two actually ended up in it 
as the predictions of waves and rough water were correct. All 
problems were swiftly dealt with and no-one suffered much!  
Congratulations to Jim for staying dry on his first club paddle. 
 
Meanwhile the rolling sessions at the Thomas Hardye Leisure 
Centre have been well attended. It is great to see everyone having 
fun in the pool whilst improving their skills. In another six weeks or 

so we will be starting the 
outdoor skills sessions on 
Thursday evenings at 
Sandsfoot. 
 
Coming up in March we have a paddle on Sunday 7th led by Hugh 
de Iongh.  This is suitable for all with basic 2* paddling skills and will 
leave from Bowleaze in the morning and follow the coast along to 
Ringstead and back again.  This stretch of water is quite sheltered 
with many places to land. 
 
On 20th March IOPCC are taking part in a sponsored Paddle ‘n’ Pick 
organised by Second Wind.  I hope that most club members will 
support this event and raise some money for Sports Relief as well as 
clearing the beaches between Ringstead and Lulworth of litter.  
Details of this event are on the activities page of the website. On the 
following day there is a Club paddle scheduled from Lulworth Cove. 
 
Looking ahead to the beginning of April we have our first overnight 
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camping trip.  This is really an opportunity to test your kit and practice loading your boat.  The paddle with 
the loaded boats will be in the relatively safe sheltered water of Poole Harbour and the Camping will be on 
Arne so if it all goes horribly wrong it is not very far back to Lake Pier car park.  The following day on 
Easter Sunday is a Club Trip round Brownsea Island. 
 
I don’t expect to be out paddling this month as I have fractured the greater tuberosity of my humerus. 
(that’s the big lump at the top!) 
 
Final reminder for any 2009 members who haven’t paid their 2010 fees. Do it now! 
 
Barbara Browning 
IOPCC Chairman 

Chequered Fort Brownsea Island Camping on Arne 


