
West Greenland Kayak Building 

Boat Building Academy 
 
The Academy is a world-leading 
boat building training college 
based on Monmouth Beach in 
Lyme Regis, Dorset, lying at the 
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World Heritage site.   
 

 

We specialise in intensive, hands-on training for people 

who come from all over the world in order to retrain, 

sharpen their skills or take a bit of a break from their 
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The Academy offers three different types of course:  

�x�� 38 week Boat Building, Maintenance and Support  

�x�� 8 week Woodworking Skills  

�x�� A range of short courses.   

 

Our courses are at least 90% practical and the 

longer courses are City & Guilds certificated.  

 

The 10 day West Greenland Kayak building course 

is instructed and run by the Academy, but takes 

place at Trill Farm, just a few miles away,  

 

Please contact us for the dates of the next course.   

In 10 days build your own custom-
fitted West Greenland Kayak and 
make a paddle using traditional 
methods. 
 
West Greenland kayaks are anthropomet-

ric; made to measure to fit the kayaker 

and held together with wooden dowels 

and synthetic sinew.  

 

Make the ladder frame, install the stem, 

stern and keel, and try your hand at steam 

bending before fitting your choice of ei-

ther: 

 

Linen Canvas (18-20kg) - natural mate-

rial closest to traditional seal skin.  As the 

painting stage can take up to 4 weeks the 
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of the course, but we will provide you with 

all the necessary tools, materials and in-

structions to finish the kayak at home.  
 

or 
 

Ballistic Nylon  (13-15kg) - durable, 

lighter than linen canvas and taking only 

two days to paint, this is the more modern 

alternative to seal skin.  You will take away 

a fully finished kayak and paddle at the 

end of the course.  

West Greenland 
Kayak 


